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Cook asks BCC to help with 
overcrowding crisis at jail
By Don Coble
Don@opc� a.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Time just doesn’t 
move slowly at the Clay County Jail, it stops. 
� e lighting is dim; the humidity created by 
so many people crammed into a con� ned 
space seems to suck the energy from every-
one, particularly the unlucky few wearing 
yellow and white striped overalls.

� e jail is full. To the rafters full. With so 
many sleeping on the � oor, inmates often 
have to weave a path through a maze of 
those who are trapped, physically and emo-
tionally, by their own doing.

Clothes are draped over handrails 
because there’s no room for storage. � ere 
are a few board games and decks of cards, 
and if anyone’s interested, there’s a small cart 
of paperback books. But for the most part, 
most inmates either lay on their mattresses, 
slowly pace around the pod or make an un-
digni� ed trip to the toilet that has no privacy.

It’s a miserable place. � en again, it is jail.
Conditions have become a serious prob-

lem for the Clay County Sheri� ’s O�  ce. � e 
building is falling apart. � e inmate popula-
tion is often beyond maximum capacity. 
� e air conditioning � ickers on and o�  and 
water pipes leak in the roof.

Although the jail opened in 1972 and 
has been expanded twice since, it still uses a 
video monitoring system that utilizes origi-
nal eight-inch � oppy disks that were created 
in the late 1960s – nearly 20 years before 

Pac-Man was released and 30 years ahead of 
the � rst Game Boy.

To make matters worse, the agency is 
extremely short-sta� ed.

“Our sta�  has to work in that environ-
ment,” said Chief of Detention Adminis-
tration Christopher Sue� ohn. “It’s a very 
di�  cult situation for everyone. It seems like 
we’re always putting out forest � res.”

Sheri�  Michelle Cook knows getting 
millions to build an annex – or better yet a STAFF PHOTO BY DON COBLE

Some inmates have to sleep on the � oor because the Clay County Jail often is beyond 
maximum capacity and out of beds.SEE JAIL, 10
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Water district touts 1.26-foot water 
level increase for Lake Brooklyn
For The Herald

CLAY COUNTY – July started with Tropi-
cal Storm Elsa making landfall on Florida’s 
northern Gulf Coast, bringing rainy condi-
tions to the St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District, and the month wrapped 
up with above-average rainfall across the 
District except for its two southernmost 
counties. Included in the report was a 1.26-
foot water level increase for Lake Brooklyn 
in Keystone Heights.

A full report outlining July’s hydrologic 
conditions was presented at the District’s 
Governing Board meeting Tuesday. High-
lights include:

Rainfall
Districtwide, July rainfall averaged 7.89 

inches, which is 1.05 inches above the long-
term average for the month.

Counties with the highest rainfall totals 
are Alachua, with 10.7 inches of rain, fol-
lowed by Baker, Nassau and Seminole coun-
ties, which all received between nine and 
10 inches. � e county with the least rainfall 
in July was Indian River, with 5.4 inches. 
Portions of southern Brevard were also drier. 
Districtwide, the cumulative rainfall total for 
the past 12 months is 53.65 inches, which is 
2.64 inches above the long-term average.

Countywide rainfall totals for the past 12 
months range from a high of 59.25 inches 
in Alachua County to a low of 48 inches in 
Osceola County.

Groundwater
• Upper Floridan aquifer conditions 

(groundwater levels) at the end of July were 
mostly in the normal range, but a large 
zone of high levels was recorded along the 
western side of the District and in southern 
Volusia/northern Brevard counties. In many 
monitoring wells used for the monthly 
report, water levels increased more than 10 
percentile points in July.

• Groundwater levels are at the 73rd per-
centile Districtwide. � is means that since 
1980, aquifer levels have been higher than 
they currently are about 27 percent of the 
time.

Surface water � ows
• Surface water � ow in Upper St. Johns 

River stations and the Econlockhatchee 
River station was in the average range, while 
� ow in the Orlando area at the Wekiva River 
and the Middle St. Johns River station near 
DeLand was high.

• On Aug. 1, � ow in the St. Johns River’s 
headwaters at the Melbourne station was 
355 million gallons per day (mgd) (57th per-
centile).

• Flows in the Econlockhatchee River 
near Chuluota were in the average range at 
184 mgd (54th percentile).

• Flows in the Wekiva River near Sanford 
were in the high range at 317 mgd (87th per-

centile).
• Flows at the DeLand station were in 

the high range at 2.9 billion gallons per day 
(bgd) (77th percentile).

• Flows in the Ocklawaha River, the 
largest tributary to the St. Johns River, were 
in the average range at 802 mgd (64th per-
centile).

• Flows at the Satsuma station were very 
high range at 8 bgd (92nd percentile).

• Flows in the St. Marys River near Mac-
clenny were in the very high range at more 
than 1 bgd (94th percentile).

Lake levels
• Lake Brooklyn water levels increased 

1.26 feet to 99.6 feet in July.
• Lake Weir increased by 0.3 foot to 53.3 

feet.
• Lake Apopka’s water level increased 0.2 

foot to 65.7 feet and are being maintained at 
its regulation schedule. Lake Apopka is part 
of a system with water control structures 
that are operated by the District to reduce 
� ood impacts, and the lake level is regulated 
according to a speci� c schedule.

• Blue Cypress Lake levels increased 
slightly to 21.4 feet, matching the regulation 
schedule for the time of year. Blue Cypress 
is also part of a system with water control 
structures that are operated by the District. 
During April and May, the regulation sched-
ule levels begin to drop in preparation for 
the summer wet season.

Spring � ows
• � e mean monthly � ow at Silver 

Springs increased to 657 cubic feet per 
second (cfs), or 425 mgd, which is a 61 cfs 
increase from June.

• At the Blue Spring station in Volusia 
County, the mean monthly � ow decreased 
to 134 cfs, or 86 mgd, brie� y dropping into 
the very low range.

• At Rock Springs, the monthly mean 
� ow increased 4 cfs to 62 cfs (40 mgd), 
which is in the high range for July.

• Mean monthly � ow at Wekiwa Springs 
increased slightly to 66 cfs (43 mgd), which 
is in the normal range for the time of year.

To learn more about rainfall totals and 
other hydrologic data collected, visit sjr-
wmd.com.
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CCDS, Flagler Health+ to increase adolescent access to mental health services

Be Resilient and Voice Emotions
B R    V E

BRAVE mental health services now available to 
more than 40,000 students in Clay County 

Be Resilient and Voice Emotions
B R    V EV E

BRAVE mental health services now available to 
more than 40,000 students in Clay County 

BRAVE Program now available to 
more than 40,000 county students

For The Herald
 

CLAY COUNTY – Care Connect+, a social 
health organization led by St. Augustine-
based Flagler Health+, announced a part-
nership with Clay County District Schools 
that will increase access to mental health 
services for the more than 40,000 stu-
dents in all of the district’s 42 schools. 
Clay County joins St. Johns, Putnam and 
Nassau in partnering with Care Connect+ 
to provide these services to youth in 
Northeast Florida schools.

Be Resilient and Voice Emotions 
(BRAVE) is a program that encourages 
area youth to get in touch with their men-
tal health early on, be open to receiving 
help and supports access to behavioral 
health services via care navigation and 
technology. As part of Care Connect+, the 
program works with the whole family to 
address social determinants of health to 
ensure delivery of the right care, at the 
right time, in the right place.

Flagler Health+ will be managing 
$60,000 of the county’s Mental Health Al-
location funding the expansion of BRAVE 
in Clay County Schools. This funding is al-
located from the Florida State Senate bill 
7030, the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 

School bill.
The pledge is expected to assist be-

tween 300 and 400 students with access 
to mental health services. BRAVE offers 
multiple resources for families in need, 
including care coordination and navigation 
services, access to virtual mental health 
counseling visits and a 24-hour crisis text 
line.

Care Connect+ also recognizes that 
mental health services are often only a 
piece of the need. For this reason, they 
utilize a unified intake process, allowing 
staff to identify unmet social needs for the 
entire family, eligible resources, and the 
most appropriate behavioral health pro-

vider for the student. This includes ser-
vices provided by Clay Behavioral Health 
Center, Impower, Right Path Behavioral, 
Rivers Edge Counseling, Youth Crisis Cen-
ter and Children’s Home Society.

In Florida, six out of 10 youth (66.8%) 
who are depressed and are most at-risk 
for depression do not receive any mental 
health treatment. Due to effects on men-
tal health stemming from the COVID-19 
pandemic, experts agree that the need 
for mental health services is greater now 
than ever.

During the 2020-2021 school year, 
nearly 400 Clay County students received 
mental health services. The District esti-

mates there are dozens more that have 
been referred but are waiting for access 
to services from outside vendors.

“It is an honor to announce this part-
nership between Care Connect+ and the 
Clay County District Schools. Working 
together we can address the complex is-
sues around behavioral health that are 
facing our youth today. Today’s announce-
ment means that BRAVE now provides 
this vitally important programming serv-
ing youth in four Northeast Florida school 
districts,” stated Jason Barrett, President 
and CEO of Flagler Health+.

“I am grateful for the partnership with 
Flagler Health+ to launch the BRAVE 
program, which will make mental health 
services more accessible to students and 
families. With this program, the District 
will be able to closely monitor each stu-
dent’s journey from referral to service to 
ensure all needs are being met,” said Clay 
Superintendent David Broskie.

Launched by Care Connect+ in 2019 
in partnership with the St. Johns County 
School District and with support from THE 
PLAYERS, the program has already made 
significant progress. Prior to BRAVE’s im-
plementation, only 35% of students who 
were referred to mental health provider 
were seen by a medical professional. With 
the BRAVE program, that rate has in-
creased to 93%.
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Fact or � ction?

County health provides 
straight-forward answers to 
COVID-19 questions, myths
By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opc� a.com

Editors note: In a one-on-one interview 
with Clay Today reporter Wesley LeBlanc, 
Clay County’s Florida Department of 
Health director Heather Hu� man sorted 
through the facts 
and misinforma-
tion of COVID-19.

CLAY COUNTY 
– � ere’s a lot of 
information about 
COVID-19 out there, 
and thanks to more 
uno�  cial and social 
media sources, 
there’s also a lot of 
misinformation 
about COVID-19 out 
there, too.

Clay Today spoke to Clay County’s 
Florida Department of Health director, 
Heather Hu� man, about COVID-19 to help 
determine what’s fact and what’s � ction. 
Her answers are based on science and facts 
shared by the state’s 67 health departments, 

along with other national and worldwide 
organizations like the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, World Health Orga-
nization and the National Institute of Health.

Here are the facts
Masks
Are masks e� ective? 
Are they recommended?

Hu� man: “� e CDC continues to rec-
ommend mask-wearing. � ere are di� erent 
levels of masks and grade coverings, though. 
N95s are the hospital ones, and we want 
people to keep those for healthcare workers. 
� e next level is a surgical mask that you 
would � nd a doctor wearing during surgery 
and then there are standard facial coverings. 
We recommend multiple layers with these 
– not just one piece of material, but two or 
three.

“Masks are a form of source control. 
� at’s why surgeons wear them in surgical 
wings. � e e� ectiveness of them depends on 
the layers, the material, et cetera. It’s a form 
of mitigation, but it’s not the be-all, end-all. 

Heather Hu� man 

� at’s why we still recommend social dis-
tancing, regardless of vaccination status.

“When wearing a mask, though, it must 
be properly worn. Wearing a mask below 
the nose is useless.

The Delta and other variants
Is the Delta variant more 
infectious? Why do variants pop up?

Hu� man: “� e Delta is more contagious 
and more infectious. In fact, it’s two-and-
a-half to three times more infectious. � e 
whole purpose of a virus, and its entire mis-
sion, is to survive. � ey’ll learn to replicate 
faster or they’ll mutate and change some of 
its genetic material just enough to survive. 
� e virus does not care if you’re black or 
white, old or young, overweight or skinny, 
Republican or Democrat – it does not mat-
ter. It wants a host and it’s non-discriminato-
ry in choosing one.”

COVID-19 vaccines
Can I still get COVID-19, even if I’ve 
already had it? Should I still get 
vaccinated?

Hu� man: “We’ve learned more and 
more about this virus as it’s come about and 
it’s only been about 18 months. In that time, 
there’s been a lot of retrospective studies 
and controlled randomized double-blind 
studies. All of that has allowed us to deter-
mine that natural immunity has a waning 
e� ect – about 90 days. Why should you get 
vaccinated? Because it’s important to create 
long-term immunity since natural immunity 
after getting it only lasts 90 days.

“Despite what people might say, there 
aren’t any concerns about the ingredients 
for the vaccines. � e technology in mRNA 
vaccines [which is what’s found in Moderna 
and P� zer’s vaccine] is new to the public, 

SEE FACT, 5
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but it’s been on the shelf since the early 
1990s. � e best way to describe it, it’s like a 
gossip tree. � at’s what an mRNA vaccine 
is. It doesn’t even enter the cell. It’s just the 
messenger, like a pigeon bird, that tells 
your cells to create these proteins to � ght 
the virus. It’s attaching to ... basically a fat 
molecule and allowing it to send messages 
to our cells that we need to create spike 
proteins.

“Even the Pope recommends getting 
vaccinated.”

What to do when you get COVID-19
What should someone do when they get 
COVID-19? What medicines should they 
take?

Hu� man: “If someone tests positive, 
they need to be isolated immediately, 
even within their own home. � ey need to 
contact the people they’ve been around and 
let them know. If you’re within the � rst few 
days, go to the Jacksonville Public Library 
and get the monoclonal antibodies. It’s 
free and studies show a 70% decrease in 
hospitalization in COVID-19 patients who 
receive these antibodies.

“We’ve developed these antibodies 
through pharmaceutical processes. It allows 
us to give antibodies to someone in a robust 
format instead of waiting for the body to 
create them as a response. Both these 
antibodies and the COVID-19 vaccine have 
come on board after COVID-19 hit. For 

people that are already vaccinated and get 
COVID-19, I’ve heard that the monoclonal 
antibodies make them feel better in terms 
of symptoms as quickly as 36 hours later. 
� ese antibodies are FDA emergency-use 
authorized.

“After this, seek medical attention if you 
need it only from a primary care physician 
or emergency care. � e health department 
can only do contact tracing through lab or 
physician tests – if you do an over-the-coun-
ter test and want us to do contact tracing, 
we’re going to ask you to get a test from us 
or a lab or a physician. � e rule of thumb for 
all of this is simple: if you’re being tested, 
you should be isolated until you 
get your test results.

“Only take medi-
cine recommended 
by your doctor or 
the CDC ... so not 
ivermectin.”

COVID-19 in 
schools
How does contact 
tracing in schools 
work?

Hu� man: “I think 
we have a lot of parents 
misinformed about how 
we do contact tracing. One 
caveat right o�  the bat this 
year: at-home tests. Parents need to 
remember, if their child tests positive with 
a home test, we can’t do contact tracing 
and proper quarantine orders until they 
get a test done with us or in a lab or from 

a physician. � at’s because I don’t have 
the authority to order contact tracing and 
quarantine protocol unless the test is from a 
lab or a physician. Orders after an at-home 
test won’t hold up legally. I can’t do anything 
in those instances.

“So if you do get a lab or physician test, 
you should then let us know. If you use 
an at-home test, you’ll be what we call a 
suspected test and we’ll ask you to come 
in for a con� rmatory test, and then we can 
actually count you as a con� rmed case.

“When an individual gets a test, we can’t 
do anything until we get a positive back. 
� at’s why it’s very important for people to 
isolate themselves if they’re testing. It may 

Fact 
from page 4

SEE FACT, 13

“I think 
we have a lot of parents 
misinformed about how 
we do contact tracing. One 
caveat right o�  the bat this 
year: at-home tests. Parents need to 

isolate themselves if they’re testing. It may you should be isolated until you 
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By Don Coble
Managing Editor

Our red-eye flight landed at 6:30 
a.m., putting an end to a long 
spectacular anniversary weekend. 

My birthday is Sept. 8. My wife’s birthday is 
Sept. 8. And our anniversary is Sept. 8, and 
we planned a trip we vowed to never forget.

We decided to 
fly from Atlanta 
to San Francisco. 
We visited Fisher-
man’s Wharf and 
rode trolley cars on 
Saturday; I covered 
the Atlanta Falcons-
49ers football game 
on Sunday; and, 
we visited the wine 
country in Sonoma 
County on Monday. 
After we arrived 
home at sunrise on Tuesday, I went home 
and went to bed. Pam stayed behind to 
start her work at the international gates for 
Delta Air Lines.

My nap didn’t last long. I, along with 
the entire world, was rudely awakened 
that morning. For many, the nightmare has 
never ended.

Pam called to say one of her passengers 
said an airplane had just hit the World 
Trade Center. I turned on the television 
and saw the upper third of the North Tower 
engulfed in flames. Suddenly, I told her 
they were showing a replay, but it wasn’t. It 
was a Boeing 757 slamming into the South 
Tower. Neither of us said a word for several 
seconds.

Then I heard a siren in the background. 
She had to go. The busiest airport in the 
world was shutting down. Employees and 

passengers were told to evacuate as quickly 
as possible. Nobody knew what was wait-
ing for them, or when they could return.

The phone rang again. It was Pam’s ex-
husband. Jim was at the hectic Boston Air 
Route Traffic Control Center. As soldiers 
and police created a line of defense around 
his building, air traffic control was trying 
to make sense of two lost airliners. One, 
American Airlines Flight 11, turned off its 
transponder shortly after being told to turn 
toward Southern California. The second, 
United Flight 175, left Boston 15 minutes 
later for Los Angeles.

They turned out to be the planes that 
took down the Trade Centers.

I assured Jim everyone was on the 
ground and safe. I asked what was going 
on. He couldn’t say.

The next call was from my son. It’s was 
a parent’s worst fear: a country that’s being 
pulled into war and a son who was in the 
military. He said he couldn’t tell me if, or 
where, he could be deployed. All could do 
was tell him I loved him. Then I prayed.

The atrocities weren’t finished. Jetliners 
hit the Pentagon and a field in Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania. By then, the world’s emo-
tions were numb. We didn’t know whether 
to hate or cry. Or both. 

How could 19 men bring the world 

OF THE MONTH

THIS MONTH 
in history

Don Coble

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county com-

mission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a 
few moments to write us a letter.All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling 

and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 
and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and 
spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to Man-
aging Editor Don Coble at don@opcfla.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

Word of the Week is a feature that aims 
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a 
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a 
sentence.

Bijou: (BEE-zhoo) a noun that means a 
delicate, elegant piece of workmanship.

“Small bijou homes have become an 
alternative to long-distance commutes to 
work.”

Five years ago, 2016
• Green Cove Dragway owner Peter 

Scalzo tells the city council there will be 
no more Friday night shows at his track 
at Reynolds Industrial Park and Saturday 
races will be completed by 10 p.m. after the 
council receives several noise complaints 
from residents.

• Coastal Spine of Pain, which had 
offices in Orange Park and Middleburg, 
agrees to pay a $7.4 million fine by per-
forming medically unncecessary drug 
screen procedures.

• Kelly P. Williams’ move from Orange 
Park to New York City finally pays off when 
she lands a reoccurring role on CW’s “Gos-
sip Girl.”

10 years ago, 2011
• The Orange Park Town Council passes 

a $25 million budget that means all 105 
town employees with keep their jobs, de-
spite the recession.

• The Clay County Sheriff’s Office asks 
the public for help identifying a man seen 
on video stealing $600 worth of electronic 
Bibles from Books-a-Million at the Orange 
Park Mall.

• Kellie Jo. Kilberg resigns as the chair-
man of the Clay County Chamber of Com-
merce.

20 years ago, 2001
• County commissioners are eager to 

hear what residents think of their plan to 
create a county-owned cable television 
service.

• Lightning struck the fireworks set-up 
on the Green Cove Springs City Pier an 
hour ahead of the scheduled Labor Day 
show.

By Renzo Downey
For FloridaPolitics.com

Legislative leaders have announced 
which lawmakers will play direct roles 
in drawing the state’s districts for the 

next decade.
Senate President Wilton Simpson and 

House Speaker Chris Sprowls announced 
their committee assignments for the com-
ing year’s redistricting committees and 
subcommittees. Those committees, all led 
by Republicans, will direct the early steps 
as lawmakers redraw boundaries for state 
House and Senate districts and for 28 con-
gressional districts in Florida.

Last month, the U.S. Census Bureau re-
leased population and demographic 
data that will be used to draw the maps that 
will be used for the next 10 years – barring a 
successful legal challenge or other mid-de-
cade redistricting. The Census Bureau was 
late releasing the data this year on account 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“With the census data necessary to be-
gin the redistricting process now available, 
the Senate can begin holding committee 
meetings related to redistricting when inter-
im committee meetings resume in Tallahas-
see later this month,” Simpson wrote in his 
memo to senators.

Simpson and Sprowls had previ-
ously announced Sen. Ray Rodrigues and 
Rep. Tom Leek to lead their respective 
chambers’ committees. On Thursday, 
Sprowls announced Rep. Tyler Sirois as 
Congressional Redistricting Subcommittee 
Chair and Rep. Cord Byrd as State Legisla-
tive Redistricting Subcommittee Chair 
in a series of leadership moves. Friday’s 
additions round out the House and Senate 
panels.

Stepping up alongside Rodrigues on the 
main Senate Committee is Vice Chair Doug 
Broxson, six other Republicans and four 
Democrats. Joining Leek on the main 
House committee is Vice Chair Randy Fine, 
14 other Republicans and eight Democrats.

On the Senate Congressional-level com-
mittee is Chair Jennifer Bradley, Republican 
Sens. Aaron Bean and Gayle Harrell, and 
Democratic Sens. Darryl Rouson and Linda 
Stewart. With Sirois on the House panel is 
Vice Chair Kaylee Tuck, 12 other Republi-
cans and seven Democrats.

As for the final pair of committees, on 
state-level redistricting, the Chair Danny 
Burgess will lead the Senate panel of 
Republican Sens. Ana Maria Rodri-
guez and Kelli Stargel and Democratic 
Sens. Randolph Bracy and Audrey Gibson. 
Joining Byrd on the House side is Vice 
Chair Will Robinson, 12 other Republicans 
and seven Democrats.

Simpson expects interim committee 
meetings to be open to the public. Com-
mittee meetings for the 2022 Legislative 

SEE DISTRICTS, 7

WordWord

SEE FOOLED, 7 SEE HISTORY, 7

The world’s future depends 
on not getting fooled again

GOP set redistricting 
committees to redraw 
political boundaries

My nap didn’t last long. I, 
along with the entire world, 
was rudely awakened that 

morning. For many, the 
nightmare has never ended.
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Session will begin the week of Sept. 20. � e 
60-day Legislative Session will start Jan. 11.

Growing urban centers and declining 
rural populations point to a � ght that will 
play out in the suburbs.

Sirois is looking forward to committee 
weeks. In an interview with Florida Politics, 
he committed to “integrity, transparency 
and accessibility” despite national pressure 
for Republicans to build their lead.

“My goal is 10 years from now members 
look back on this process and be proud of 
it and know we followed state and federal 
law and followed the constitutional process,” 
Sirois said.

Byrd thinks Sprowls made his leadership 

picks because he wants lawmakers respect-
ed by leaders in both parties.

“� is is a political process dealing with 
politicians,” Byrd said. “You need people 
who have shown an ability to listen to all 
sides.”

� at said, Byrd’s choice is already raising 
eyebrows among some over the Represen-
tative’s ties to the far right.

(Florida Politics reporter Jacob Ogles 
contributed to this story.)

Renzo Downey covers state government 
for Florida Politics. After graduating from 
Northwestern University in 2019, Renzo 
began his reporting career in the Lone Star 
State, covering state government for the 
Austin American-Statesman. Shoot Renzo 
an email at renzo@� oridapolitics.com and 
follow him on Twitter @RenzoDowney.

Districts 
from page 6

to its knees with box cutters and cans of 
mace? How could we be so fooled and 
unprepared? Will we ever be the same?

Pam eventually returned to work once 
airports opened a few days later, but she 
was subjected to a greater level of security. 
Her job not only included checking people 
in and handing out boarding cards, but she 
had to look for terrorists and help conceal 
the presence of air marshals who were 
planted on selected � ights. � e FAA added 
an extra layer of security when it realized 
passengers won’t allow an airplane to be 
commandeered. � ey know they will fol-
low Todd Beamer’s lead to make sure our 
airlines aren’t used as weapons of mass 
destruction. Beamer was the salesman who 
proclaimed “Let’s Roll!” to overpower the 
hijackers on United Flight 93 and crash the 

Fooled 
from page 6

plane into the Pennsylvania countryside 
instead of its intended target – either the 
White House or the U.S. Capitol.

Now, 20 years later, passengers remain 
the most formidable line of defense against 
future mass attacks.

Cancer took Pam away four years 
after the attacks. My son wasn’t deployed 
because he was stationed at a training base 
in New Mexico. Planes stayed in the sky 
around the clock, so he worked 12-hours 
on, 12-hours o�  shifts. He served eight years 
and now works in Atlanta.

Jim has retired and we remain friends.
� e questions of that day, however, 

remain unanswered. So is the emptiness 
spawned by evil and delivered by degener-
ates.

� e Who once sang, “We won’t get 
fooled again.” � e world needs to be dedi-
cated to making sure it doesn’t.

• � e Clay County Sheri� ’s O�  ce 
to o� er a free eight-hour boating safety 
course.

30 years ago, 1991

• � e Green Cove Springs City 
Council declares Sept. 2 at “B.B. Mc-
Crary Day” after the boy who is su� er-

History
from page 6

Parent pleas for pressure on 
school o�  cials to mandate 
masks in classrooms
Editor:

We keep getting news from parents, that 
their children have been exposed to CO-
VID-19, have tested positive and are un-
der observation, or isolation. The ones we 
know about are not many, but the absence 
of any communication lends credence to 
the concern that there may many, many 
others. Our social circles at OPE are not 
big, but then again, the school is also not 
big. The few cases of exposure we know 
about already place the school at a rel-
evant percentage for infection risk.

Notice we got those notices from PAR-
ENTS. Not a peep from school, or the 
County. PARENTS are conducting contact 
tracing, haphazardly, without ANY sup-
port from the school, because of the leth-
argy dominating schools. It’s unaccept-
able, unconscionable that we are kept in 
the dark about the ABJECT FAILURE to 
protect children, by the absence of en-
forced mitigation measures. As you are 
already aware, one of our children was 
already assaulted (because, LEGALLY, 
that is what it is) with body � uids, by an 

unmasked kid. We pondered legal action 
but decided to trust the best judgment 
from your of� ces, in bringing SOME form 
of enforced action. There has been none.

Every day we see the car line with 
nearly no masked children, or teachers, 
clustered in tight groups. A “suggested” 
system of mitigation, with opt-outs no 
less, is akin to cordoning off a section of 
the pool, and declaring children can only 
pee behind that rope. Laugh, but the im-
agery is apt.

Where do you, yourself not others, 
draw the line? Must we wait, idle, for 
the inevitable bad news of actual harm 
to a child, by omission? We have sent 
feedback about the situation to the Clay 
County School Board members. They 
seem climbing over each other in an 
urge to do nothing, divert responsibility 
of making any decisions. Pressure from 
principals might make them suddenly 
care. I certainly hope a notice of obit is 
not what it takes to jostle the entire Clay 
County School system out of their inertia 
and outright denial.

Disappointed, yet not entirely sur-
prised,

Fabiano Moya

ing with lukemia was visited in the hospital 
by two Atlanta Falcons football players.

• CCSO deputy Frank Farrah will repay 
the county $1,749 in pay he was given while 
he was supposed to be deployed overseas. 
Actually, Farrah was at Fort Benning, Geor-
gia, waiting to be sent to Saudia Arabia.

• Clay County has taken the “lead posi-
tion of cleaning up the St. Johns River” after 
the county agrees any future wastewater 
plants must meet strict standards set by 
Florida Statutes and Florida Administrative 
Code.
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Broker/Owners
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License #BK3268631

Professional Service with Small Town Values
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6190 GOLDEN OAK LANE, KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FL 32656
Beautifully maintained spacious home located on 2.1 acres 
with plenty of room for an extended family. This single-fam-
ily home features an open floor plan with 5 bedrooms and 
2 baths in the main home plus a separate in-law-suite with 
living area, kitchen, bedroom, and laundry room. The main 
home has a large eat in kitchen opens to the family room 
plus a formal dining room so plenty of space to entertain family and friends. The Master Suite is complete with 
walk in closet and luxury Master bathroom makes for a perfect retreat. Enjoy private country living with no 
HOA and plenty of storage with a 3-car side loading garage, storage shed so plenty of space for your Vehicles, 
RV, Horses, and/or other animals.

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

STAFF PHOTO BY WESLEY LEBLANC

More than 100 people gathered at the Clark House Park Playground in Orange Park last Friday 
for a grand opening ceremony that ended with the park � nally opening to the public.

Dozens of children � ock 
to Clarke House Playground
By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opc� a.com

ORANGE PARK – � e new Clarke House 
Park Playground is o�  cially open and it was 
welcomed by more than 100 people to its 
slides, ziplines, swings and more last Friday.

Clarke House Park is a beloved part of 
Orange Park. For many, it’s the � rst thing 
that comes to mind when they think of the 
town. � e playground at the park, though, 
had seen better days, so the Orange Park 
Town Council decided it was in need of a 
facelift. � e town went a step further and 
tasked Orange Park residents with helping 
them create a new playground that would 
be built from the ground up.

“We’re so thankful to the 805 residents 
that took the survey to help us determine 
which of three park designs we should 
build,” Orange Park mayor Randy Anderson 
said. “� is is your park. It’s an outstanding 
design and we’re so excited for friends and 
families to enjoy the park for years and years 
to come.”

� e opening ceremony was short – An-
derson only spoke for a couple of minutes, 
but that was a smart move. He had dozens 
of children standing before him excited 
to get into the park. He thanked residents 
and expressed his gratitude for the work 
of the town employees like Emily Dockery 

that kept this park on track through several 
delays. He also thanked the people behind 
the park’s design.

And then it was time. Anderson and an 
excited child cut the ribbon to the park’s 
entrance and dozens of children � ooded 
into their new favorite park.

“I have two kids and they’ve asked me 
about this non-stop all summer,” Orange 
Park parent Chrissy Clark said. “We love this 
park. We were always at the old one so when 
it disappeared, we started going to other 
parks but they weren’t the same. We’re so 
excited this park is open.”

Clark said she checked her children 
out of school early so they could attend the 
grand opening. � at’s how excited they were 
for this, she said.

� e new Clarke House Park Playground 
isn’t just a win for the town, but for all of Clay 
County. � at’s because anytime something 
like this opens in Clay County, it becomes 
another bullet point on the county’s list of 
fun things to do when visiting.

“Anytime you add something new and 
unique to Clay County like this, it’s a win for 
the county’s tourism,” Clay County tourism 
director Kimberly Morgan said. “� is park is 
quite literally a taste of Clay County because 
the residents here actually helped create 
it. Today’s a win for residents and tourism 
alike.” 
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Being the boss means owning the details—so 
when someone says “engineered to perfection,” 
they better mean it. And Bobcat zero-turn mowers 
mean business.
• 2,000 hour bumper-to-bumper, industry-leading warranty
• Optimum mowing with accelerated airflow on the 

AirFX™, DuraDeck™, TufDeck™ Pro and TufDeck™

cutting systems
• Engineered to outmaneuver, outlast and outperform

STOP BY TO SEE OUR NEW BOBCAT ZERO-TURN MOWERS:

County stands along Blanding to memorialize fallen CCSO deputy
Clint Seagle died Aug. 29 
after battling COVID-19

For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY – Cars from the Clay Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Of� ce, Orange Park Police 
Department and the Orange Park Fire De-
partment arrived at the Staples parking 
lot with lights � ashing on Monday.

Deputies, of� cers and � re� ghts stood 
shoulder to shoulder 
with residents who 
also lined the side-
walk on Blanding 
Boulevard. Despite 
the oppressive heat, 
each maintained 
their vigil for nearly 
45 minutes until 
Clay County Fire and 
Rescue truck No. 22 
passed with the body 
of a fallen sheriff’s of� ce deputy who lost 
his battle with COVID-19.

Deputy Clint Seagle died last Sunday 
at Ascension St. Vincent’s in Middleburg 
after a “long battle’ with the respiratory 
disease, according to CCSO.

More than 50 other law enforcement, 
� re and rescue and family members were 

Clint Seagle 

part of the procession that went from the 
hospital to Jacksonville Memory Gardens 
Cemetery and Funeral Home in Orange 
Park.

Ashley Robertson held her hand over 
her heart Seagle passed. Zach Houch, 
Donnie Greenway and Jocyln Fultz stood 
with a black, blue and white American � ag 
that symbolizes support for law enforce-
ment. All three also held their hands over 
their hearts.

Orange Park Police Chief Gary Goble 
SEE DEPUTY, 12
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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Sunday 11am-5pm
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Jail 
from page 1

SEE JAIL, 11

new jail – is a hard sell. � e Board of County 
Commissioners were given charts and 
graphs and they heard compelling infor-
mation that clearly shows the desperate 
need for a major overhaul. � ey also heard 
similar pitches from the two sheri� s who 
preceded her, but compared to other needs 
of a growing county, the jail hasn’t been a 
major priority. After all, it’s di�  cult to garner 
sympathy for society’s trouble makers.

But the county will soon run out of 
CARES Act money, temporary patches and 
rolls of duct tape to � x the dilapidated infra-
structure in a building that wasn’t supposed 
to be challenged in such a manner.

“It’s our job to create a safe, secure envi-
ronment,” said Chief of Detention Security 
William Arnold. “I don’t know what we’ll do 
if we don’t get something in the works.”

Cook is in preliminary negotiations with 
commissioners, sta�  and county manager 
Howard Wanamaker about additional 
money to address the problems at the jail. 
One of the proposals includes a .5 increase 
in the millage rate from 8.101 to 8.601. It 
would be county’s the � rst millage increase 
since 2014.

Cook is asking for a 12% increase for 
her overall budget from $64,193,685 to 
$70,098,070 compared to last year. Most of 
the money would come from the possible 
millage increase.

� e BCC will � nalize the 2021-2022 � s-
cal budget at its Sept. 28 meeting.

“From Day 1 I have been working with 
my leadership team and county leaders on 
this issue,” Cook said. “I have documenta-
tion going back to 2013 when Sheri�  Rick 
Beseler noted at that time there was a need 
to increase the jail capacity. We have kicked 

this can down the road for at least a decade 
and that road has come to an end. As the 
county’s population continues to grow our 
inmate population will continue to grow, 
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Todd D. Shockley, DMD

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187

drshockley@hotmail.com

Jail
from page 10
and that’s the bottom line.”

Unless Cook gets the money to expand, 
deputies will have to keep looking for 
answers to an impossible question. And 
eventually the jail will run out of � oor space 
for temporary beds.

Today’s maximum capacity is 492 
prisoners, but it’s surpassed 500 on several 
occasions this summer, including 540 two 
weeks ago. � e 492 includes the use of 
“� oor cots,” which are nothing more than 
vinyl mattresses that are placed in plastic 
shells along the walls and in walkways.

“We’re literally packing them in there,” 
Arnold said. � e more that are crammed 
into the facility, the tenser the environment 
becomes.

According to Penal Reform Interna-
tional, overcrowding and a lack of privacy 
can aggravate mental health problems with 
increases in rates of violence, self-harm and 
suicide.

“� ey’re packed in there really tight,” Ar-
nold said. “We’ve seen increased instances 
of � ghts, especially against our sta� . It’s 
challenging. It’s an old building and we’re 
working on several large issues.”

Jail o�  cials have been forced to use 
space once designed for education and 
programs to house the over� ow.

Arnold said prisoners get antsy when 
the population exceeds 80%. Now he 
can’t remember being less than 90%. Clay 
County has deals with neighboring jails 
in Duval, Putnam, St. Johns, Baker and 
Bradford counties to help with the over� ow, 
but those counties have their own problems 
with overcrowding and COVID-19. Right 
now, Putnam is the only county accepting 
prisoners from Clay – and it comes for a 
$60 a day charge.

� e cost of keeping 25 prisoners at the 
Putnam County Jail for one month is more 
than the annual starting salary from a new 
sheri�  deputy, Sue� ohn said. And that 
doesn’t include the cost of using two vans 
and deputies for the transport.

One of the biggest challenges for jail 
o�  cials is to educate the public about the 
people who are behind bars. Many resi-
dents have the perception cells are packed 
with people charged with low-level drug 
charges and crimes like and trespassing 
and shoplifting. � at’s not true, Arnold said.

� e county took a “snapshot” of its 
population on Aug. 24, and there were 495 
prisoners. Of those, 469 faced a combined 
total of more than 1,300 felony charges, 
Arnold said, while just 26 were being held 
on misdemeanor charges.

Despite the di�  culties, CCSO vowed to 
maintain order.

“Under no circumstances will I release 
dangerous criminals into our community,” 
Cook said. “We must � nd a long-term solu-
tion to our jail capacity issue.”

“We work hard to resolve encounters [in 
the public], but the people who need to be 
in jail are going to jail,” Sue� ohn said. “We’re 
not going to sacri� ce safety for a bed. We’re 
not going to walk away from people who 
need to be in jail.”

� e cost for Clay County to house an 
inmate is $78.29 a day, according to CCSO.

As the county continues its record 
growth, spawned partly by the construction 
of the First Coast Expressway, the problems 
will only get worse, Sue� ohn said. � ere 

also are new concerns for maintaining 
order when large crowds gather. Just last 
Saturday, several � ghts broke out at a carni-
val in the Orange Park Mall parking lot and 
across Wells Road near Men’s Warehouse. 
In the process, deputies reported hearing 
six or seven shots – and seeing muzzle 
� ashes – from two separate shootings.

A few were arrested, including a 
20-year-old Jacksonville man who had a 
handgun in his lap.

“� ere’s another perception we get 
paid by the number of people we arrest,” 
Sue� ohn said. “� at doesn’t happen. People 
in here need to be in here.”

And it’s not pleasant. Last Monday 
morning – usually not a particularly busy 
day – there were 127 men in one of the 
D dorms. � at was just three fewer than 
the maximum. � e air conditioner la-
bored overhead, and it was so muggy and 
uncomfortable for everyone on either side 
of the bars. “It’s not a fun place to be by any 
means,” Arnold said.

� e problems are barely manageable 
now, and delaying the recti� cation will 
only delay the inevitable and make matters 
worse.

If that’s possible.
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stood at attention when the procession 
passed Kingsley Avenue.

His department also posted the follow-
ing statement on social media:

“On behalf of the Orange Park Police 
Department, we would like to express our 
deepest condolences to Clint’s family and 
to his CCSO family. Those of us that knew 
and interacted with him thought the world 

Deputy 
from page 9

of him. Clint was a great guy and an even 
better Deputy Sheriff.”

CCFR and the Green Cove Springs Po-
lice Department also posted statements of 
remembrance and appreciation.

Seagle was a “devoted member of the 
Clay County Sheriff’s Of� ce since 2006. 
He also proudly served his country for 21 
years in the United States Navy. Deputy 
Seagle served the residents of Clay County 
in Patrol, Traf� c, and most recently, the 
Civil Unit. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with his 
family, and we will remember his service 
to our county and our country always,” the 

sheriff’s of� ce said.
Seagle’s funeral was on Friday, Sept. 3 

and he was buried at Jacksonville Memory 
Gardens in a private ceremony later that 
day.
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2795 CR 220 
Middleburg, FL
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(904) 278-4442
3651 US Highway 17 

Fleming Island, FL 32003

Why Allegro?
Allegro has been serving the area’s seniors 
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Living, Assisted Living and Memory Care.

Come and see why Allegro is the premier 
Senior Living solution for you!
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FREE
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Orange Park

904-272-2200 • www.GordonChevy.com

NO
BULL

A SLAM 
DUNK OF 
SAVINGS!

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

$4995
WITH ACDELCO DEXOS1™ 

5W30 SYNTHETIC OIL
EXCLUDES DIESEL ENGINES. MORE THAN 6 QUARTS 
OF OIL AND TAX EXTRA. INCLUDES ACDELCO DEXOS 

1™ OIL REQUIRED BY 2011 AND NEWER VEHICLES. 
SEE DEALER  FOR ELIGIBLE VEHICLES AND DETAILS. 
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 8/31/19.

A/C PERFORMANCE 
CHECK

$1995
SOME VEHICLES MAY BE HIGHER. MAY EXCLUDE HYBRID 

SYNTHETICS, FREON AND DIAGNOSIS ADDITIONAL 
CHARGE, ALL PRICES PLUS TAX AND FEES. MUST PRES-
ENT COUPON AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. CANNOT BE USED 
IN COMBINATION WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS OR OFF ERS. 

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. EXPIRES 8/31/19.

$100OFF
UP TO ANY SERVICE WORK

THE CHECK VALUE WILL BE BASED ON THE FI NAL INVOICE AMOUNT FOR PARTS AND LABOR. THIS OFF 
ER IS NOT VALID FOR USE WITH DEDUCTIBLES OR BODY SHOP WORK. OFF ER GOOD THROUGH 8/31/19. 

PRESENT TO SERVICE ADVISOR AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

IF YOUR BILL IS ....YOU SAVE
$50 TO $100 ................  $5.00
$101 TO $200 ..............$10.00
$201 TO $300 ............$20.00
$301 TO $400 ............$30.00

IF YOUR BILL IS ....YOU SAVE
$401 TO $500 ............$40.00
$501 TO $700 .............$50.00
$701 TO $900 ............$75.00
$901 + .......................  $100.00

Offers include price reduction below MSRP, Conquest cash, and cash allowance.  Must finance with GM Financial.  With approved credit. Some customers may not qualify.  Not 
available with special financing, lease and some other offers.  Savings based on local comparable vehicle retail price.  Take new delivery by 3/31/20.  See dealer for details. 

OR 
GET 

2020 EQUINOX

FOR CURRENT COMPETITIVE OWNERS

MOS.0% APR72
$5,500UP TO OFFFOR MOS.

0% APR
72

2020 SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB

FOR

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

$5995
WITH ACDELCO DEXOS1™ 

5W30 SYNTHETIC OIL
EXCLUDES DIESEL ENGINES. MORE THAN 6 

QUARTS OF OIL AND TAX EXTRA. INCLUDES ACDEL-
CO DEXOS 1™ OIL REQUIRED BY 2011 AND NEWER 

VEHICLES. SEE DEALER  FOR ELIGIBLE VEHICLES 
AND DETAILS. NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. 

EXPIRES 10/16/21.

A/C PERFORMANCE 
CHECK

$1995
SOME VEHICLES MAY BE HIGHER. MAY EXCLUDE 

HYBRID SYNTHETICS, FREON AND DIAGNOSIS 
ADDITIONAL CHARGE, ALL PRICES PLUS TAX AND 

FEES. MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF WRITE-
UP. CANNOT BE USED IN COMBINATION WITH 

OTHER DISCOUNTS OR OFFERS. SEE DEALER FOR 
DETAILS. EXPIRES 10/16/21.

$100OFF
UP TO ANY SERVICE WORK

THE CHECK VALUE WILL BE BASED ON THE FINAL INVOICE AMOUNT FOR PARTS AND LABOR. THIS 
OFF ER IS NOT VALID FOR USE WITH DEDUCTIBLES OR BODY SHOP WORK. OFF ER GOOD THROUGH 

10/16/21. PRESENT TO SERVICE ADVISOR AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. 
NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

IF YOUR BILL IS ........... YOU SAVE
$50 TO $100 ................... $5.00
$101 TO $200 ................$10.00
$201 TO $300 ............... $20.00
$301 TO $400 ............... $30.00

IF YOUR BILL IS ........... YOU SAVE
$401 TO $500 ............... $40.00
$501 TO $700 ............... $50.00
$701 TO $900 ............... $75.00
$901 + ........................ $100.00

2019 GMC TERRAIN SLE 2009 MERCEDES-BENZ CLK CLK 350 2017 CHEVROLET MALIBU LS

DUAL-ZONE AUTOMATIC CLIMATE CONTROL, 
REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY

P21602

HEATED SEATS, KEYLESS ENTRY, MEMORY 
SEATS, RAIN SENSING WIPERS

P21869

BACKUP CAMERA, BLUETOOTH,
 KEYLESS ENTRY

P21817

$23,900 $10,995 $16,995

2016 CHEVROLET COLORADO LT 2016 NISSAN ROGUE SL 2021 CHEVROLET SPARK LS

FOG LIGHTS, KEYLESS ENTRY, LEATHER 
APPOINTED SEATING PACKAGE

21395A

LEATHER SEATS, NAVIGATION SYSTEM, 
SUNROOF / MOONROOF

P21815

ANDROID AUTO, APPLE CARPLAY, 
BACKUP CAMERA, PREMIUM AUDIO

P21795

$30,570 $19,500 $15,700

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2019
BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY

claytodayonline.com

2020VOTED #1 IN CLAY
 THREE YEARS IN A ROW

904-272-2200 • www.GordonChevy.com

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2021

take two days to get the result back. After 
that, we’ll interview the case, contact the 
school, determine where they were sitting 
and what classes they attended, et cetera. 
Right now, the quickest we can do is about 
� ve days after getting the positive test. We’re 
getting 200 cases a day and we just can’t do 
any faster with that number of cases.”

Final thoughts
Hu� man: “I don’t want people to 

become so desensitized to COVID-19. It’s 
everywhere. It can happen at a grocery 
store, at a soccer game, at school, in church. 
� e way to mitigate that and prevent that, 
if they’re 12 or older, is to get vaccinated. 
You should also social distance and wear a 
mask.

“Don’t take your foot o�  the gas and 
please get vaccinated. I believe in vaccina-
tions, otherwise, myself and my husband 
and my kids wouldn’t be vaccinated. � e 
mortality rate for COVID-19 in Clay County 
is 2%. On top of that, 95% plus of the people 
hospitalized with COVID-19 are unvac-
cinated. � e proof is right there, it’s in the 
numbers.”

Fact 
from page 5
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Plumbing repairs
Water heater installation and repair

Re-pipes
Slab Leaks

Drain cleaning
Waster softener installation

Gas piping
Irrigation repairs
Pump installation

Sewer and water lines
New Construction

24 hour service
Commercial/ Residential

904-290-5991

The school board is not budging on its current mask policy of highly recommending and 
encouraging masks, but not requiring them.

Despite judge’s ruling, school board 
won’t mandate masks in classrooms
By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opc� a.com

FLEMING ISLAND – A judge’s recent ruling 
doesn’t change whether the school board 
can enact a mask mandate, according to the 
school board.

More than a dozen public speakers 
spoke directly to the school board during 
its routine Sept. 2 meeting to either ask to 
mandate masks or applaud the lack of a 
requirement currently in the Clay County 
School District. It seemed speakers thought 
the school board might be voting on an item 
related to a mask mandate, but such an item 
was never on the agenda.

“We got a letter from the Chancellor of 
Education,” school board chair Mary Bolla 
said. “� e mask mandate, or family choice 
[over whether or not a student needs to 
wear a mask], is still a law and we have to 
follow the law. We are following the law. 
Whether we agree with the law or not is not 
up to us. � e notes made by the judge aren’t 
[o�  cial] and it’s not, ‘everything is o�  the 
board.’ � at’s just not the case. We are still 
following the law.”

Many speakers appeared during the 
meeting last week after Leon County Circuit 
Judge John C. Cooper ruled the governor 
exceeded his authority when he threatened 
districts that imposed a mandate with a 
cut in educational funding. DeSantis has 
appealed Cooper’s ruling. � e school board 

said � ursday night the ruling was not made 
o�  cial and is still being processed – likely a 
reference to DeSantis’ appeal – and for the 
time being, there would be no changes to it 
current policy: masks are not required but 
they are highly recommended and encour-
aged.

About half of the public speakers � urs-
day night spoke in favor of a mandate.

“It is not unreasonable to ensure and 
enforce a mandate that protects and slows 
the spread of an airborne virus,” teacher 
Chris Trahan said. “It’s common sense. Our 
individual rights have limits. I do not have 
the right to endanger another person. � at 
is where the line is. � e minute my actions 
endanger another person, I have stepped 
beyond the shield of my individual rights.”

Trahan said relying on social distanc-
ing and sanitization isn’t enough. He said a 
student without a mask publicly announced 
in class they couldn’t smell or taste any-
thing – both symptoms of COVID-19. He 
said the student had already attended two 
other classes that day. He sent that student 
to the nurse’s o�  ce according to protocol. 
However, that student was without a mask 
and back in school the next day.

“Without an enforceable mask mandate, 
this is a ticking time bomb,” Trahan said. 
“� e fact that this is a discussion of whether 
or not we should enact policies rather than 
what policies we should enact versus how 
we should enact them, is morally bankrupt.”

Orange Park town council member John 
Hauber spoke in favor of the district’s cur-
rent policy.

“I support not having a mask mandate 
because it a� ects our children and the 
development of our children,” Hauber said. 
“It a� ects them psychologically and devel-
opmentally … in addition to that, it also has 
a factor of when they’re in classes, they’re 
simply not focused on what they need to 
be focused on. � ey’re playing with their 
mask or itching their face...by [doing all of 
this], these students lack an understanding 
of what’s going on with them in terms of the 
education process. � ey lose their attention 
span.”

Despite the discussion, school board 
members each reiterated their stance on 
masks, while asking Superintendent David 
Broskie what more can be done.

None of the school board members said 
they were in favor of a mask mandate, but 
Janice Kerekes, Tina Bullock and Bolla all 
said they wear masks and believe that they 
work. Ashley Gilhousen and Beth Clark 
said they wouldn’t be in favor of a mask 
mandate. Despite the di� erent feelings, the 
board reiterated it cares deeply about the 
wellbeing of Clay County students.

With their hands still tied by DeSantis’ 

order, the board is not apt to discuss the 
mandate. Instead, they pressed Broskie with 
further ensuring sanitation, social distancing 
and other safe practices were being enacted 
and enforced in schools.

“Would I say every school does every-
thing perfect every day? � e answer is 
unequivocally no and that expectation is 
too high,” Broskie said. “Could some schools 
step it up? Absolutely. If you did the percent-
age of what’s going right, it’s about 98% I’d 
say.”

Clay County residents are free to use 
three minutes to discuss anything they’d 
like at all meetings, but until o�  cial word-
ing around DeSantis’ order is � nalized, the 
school board isn’t expected to change its 
mask policy. It’s unclear if the board would 
vote in favor of a mandate even if it was 
allowed.

For now, the school board moves for-
ward with a 2021-22 school year budget to 
set in meetings this month.
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NOBODY
OFFERS MORE
DISCOUNTS
THAN FARMERS
■ Automobile insurance
■ Homeowners insurance
■ More options, providing

you more discounts

Lyndel M. Hale
Your Local Agent

2751 BLANDING BLVD STE 105
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068
LHALE1@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/lhale1

L
Y

2
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068
L
h

Call 352.612.4154 today!
Let me help you get the most value

out ofyour insurance coverage.
Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your 
agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance 
Exchange and other a�liated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a 
complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide 
insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.

Conservation group reminds 
visitors it’s illegal to pick 
saw palmetto berries

CLAY COUNTY – � ere are a lot of “dos” 
when visiting public lands owned and man-
aged by the St. Johns River Water Man-
agement District, like: do take your time 
to enjoy natural Florida, do take drinking 
water and insect repellent, do hike or bike 
and take advantage of the unspoiled acres.

However, with saw palmetto berry 
season in full swing, the District wants to 
remind visitors of an important “don’t.” Har-
vesting saw palmetto berries, critical to the 
survival of many native wildlife species, 
is prohibited on public properties across 
Florida, including the District’s conserva-
tion lands.

“While District lands were purchased 
for their water resource protection values, 
these public lands also provide Florida 
black bears and other wildlife with food, 
habitat and refuge,” said St. Johns River Wa-
ter Management District Executive Director 
Dr. Ann Shortelle.

� e District owns and manages about 
782,000 acres of public conservation land, 
which helps protect and preserve water 
resources and provides the community 
with passive recreation opportunities. Black 
Creek Ravines and Bayard conservation 
areas are just two of the District’s public 
conservation areas.

August through October is the harvest 
season for saw palmetto berries. In recent 

Please don’t pick the berries
SJRWMD:

years, poaching has become a bigger 
problem as the demand for the berries for 
pharmaceutical and herbal supplements 
has increased.

“Saw palmetto berries grow wild in 
Florida and the southeast United States and 
are critical to the survival of many native 
wildlife species, particularly the Florida 
black bear,” said Brian Emanuel, chief of the 
District’s Bureau of Land Resources. “Unfet-
tered harvesting of berries from public 
lands removes a food source important to 
bears as well as other species of wildlife. 
Poaching on District lands also can lead to 
property damage, so we take enforcement 
activities very seriously.”

Report the illegal harvest of saw palmet-
to berries to the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission at its 24-hour 
hotline for wildlife and other environmen-
tal and boating violations, 888-404-FWCC 
(3922).
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TEAL TILE
Your Flooring Specialists

131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091

Sales • Service • Installation
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

904-964-7423
• Vinyl • Carpet • Ceramic Tile • Hardwood & Laminate Floors

Visit OurVisit Our
Showroom!Showroom!

Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

BUYING POWER OF 
OVER 1,400 STORES!!

Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care • Skilled Nursing • Rehabilitation

Call 904-284-5994 today for lunch and a tour.
3495 Hoffman St. | Penney Farms, FL 32079 | VisitPRC.org

~Purposeful, Active Living~
Our Christian Continuing Care Community offers hundreds of

volunteer opportunities.  Come share your time and talents exploring
more activities than anyone could imagine.  Come enjoy retirement!

For � e Herald

ORLANDO – � e Clay County Fair Associa-
tion, which is responsible for the annual 
Clay County Agricultural Fair, announced 
it won 15 SunSational Awards and one of 
three distinguished awards. � e awards 
highlight the successful annual fair that was 
held in April.

“We’re really proud of these awards,” Hy-
der said. “It’s been a challenging year for our 
industry the past two years, these awards 
mean a bit more this year.”

� e awards were given by the Florida 
Festival & Events Association, which hosts 
an annual convention for its 700 members. 
� e Clay association won one of three Dis-
tinguished Awards for Most Innovative Proj-
ect with their Ferris Wheel Speed Dating 
event. Hyder also was also given awarded 
the coveted Chairman’s Award, which is 
reserved for special recognition for some-
one who goes above and beyond in the 
industry and their local community. Adding 
to the list the fair association was also given 
15 awards for various marketing materi-

als which 
included 
three for � rst 
place, six for 
second place 
and six for 
third place. 
“Our Board, 
volunteers 
and commu-
nity partners 
worked 
exceptionally 
hard to get 
this year’s fair 
open. I am so 
happy that 
their hard 
work was recognized with these awards,” 
Hyder said. “I am exceptionally proud of our 
Diversity, Inclusion & Equality award for our 
Unlimited Opportunities Goat Show. � is 
was the � rst year for this award category.”

� e Clay County Agricultural Fair will be 
back from March 31 through April 10, 2022.

Clay County Fair Association presented 
with 15 awards at state convention

Tasha Hyder

(Name, age, location of arrest, charges). Key: 
FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-Driving Without a 
License-Suspended or Revoked; DUI-Driving Under 
the In� uence; VOP-Violation of Probation; BAL-blood 
alcohol level. There are no assumptions or representa-
tions about guilt or innocence. Anyone arrested or 
booked is presumed innocent. 

Monday, Sept. 6 
Tesya P. Long, 23, Keystone Heights, simple 
battery 
Elisha D. Harper, 44, Keystone Heights, VOP-
community control 

Sunday, Sept. 5 
Dalton M. McClung, 23, Keystone Heights, 
assault/battery during burglary 

Saturday, Sept. 4 
Alexander G. Cardenas, 59, Keystone Heights, 
burglary with person inside, trespassing on 
legally posted construction site 

Wednesday, Sept. 1 
Beau F. Smith, 27, Keystone Heights, trespass-
ing 

Friday, Aug. 27 
Eric D. Eddy, 25, Maxville, vandalism 

Tuesday, Aug. 24 
Brian H. Leukel, 56, Keystone Heights, simple 
domestic battery 

Tuesday, Aug. 17 
Jamie E.L. Sanders, 28, Keystone Heights, 
VOP-grand theft auto, possession-controlled 
substance 

Monday, Aug. 16 
Chaiyz K. Brown, 50, Keystone Heights, 
simple battery, criminal mischief 

CCSO: Keystone Heights man 
caught with lumber taken 
from construction site 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A local man was ar-
rested on Sept. 4 after he was caught on a 
hidden camera taking lumber and a roll of 
plastic from a con-
struction site, the 
Clay County Sheri� ’s 
O�  ce said. 
Alexander Gordon 
Cardenas, 59, of 
Keystone Heights, 
was charged with 
burglary and tres-
passing on a legally-
posted construction 
site after a man got 
tired of materials 
being stolen from a 
construction site on Bedford Lake Road. He 
installed a trail camera of capture images of 
thieves and he recorded a black Chevrolet 
pickup truck pulling up to the site and load-
ing a sheet of plywood, four 4-by-6 boards 
and a roll of plastic into the bed. CCSO 
found two men sitting in the same truck on 
Cherokee Court less than a mile away from 
the construction site, and they found the 
materials reported stolen. 
Cardenas’ bond was set at $100,006. 

Police Briefs 

Military & County Employee Discounts w/ID

Here at Southern True Value, we 
wanted to thank everyone who voted 
for us. We look forward to continuously 

serving our Clay County Residents!

10 %
OFF

All Purchases
Exp: 7/31/2021

406-0566 • 2620 Blanding Blvd. Ste 119, Middleburg

Alexander Cardenas



Local � Family �Trustworthy
AutoLife HomeBoat

Keystone Heights Insurance
Serving the  

Lake Area Region  
for Over 40 Years!

•Barbara Franklin
•Buddy Saucer
•Robin Brown
•Jake Elliott

Two Convenient Locations:
7388 State Rd. 21,  
Keystone Heights 

352-473-4881

300 State Rd. 26
Melrose

352-218-4036
Jake

LAKE AREA’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE TEAM
“Your Buying & Selling Team”“Your Buying & Selling Team”

Todd Beals: 904-588-2083
Debbie Beals: 316-648-0595

510 S. Lawrence Blvd. (across from City Hall)KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
SPORTS 
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VALDOSTA, GA. — Guided by a one-
two � nish from Mason Jones and Joshua 
Wagner, the Florida Southern College men’s 
cross country team cruised to victory in 
the 2021 season-opener at Valdosta State’s 
Border Clash on Friday evening.

Jones, a senior out of Titusville, won in 
23:05.6. 

On the course, for Florida Southern, 
was Keystone Heights High graduate Alex 
Guy, who was ninth in 23:58.9 while, for 
runnerup Flagler College, Ridgeview High 
graduate Joel Nesi was 10th in 23:59.1 and 
Oakleaf High graduate A’Jani Stokes was 
17th in 24:34.2 as Clay County athletes 
battled for top 20 positions in both the 
mens and womens races. 

For the Florida Southern womens cross 
country team, third in the team points 
behind Flagler and University of Tampa, 
freshman Emma Mussante, a Middleburg 
High graduate, was 14th overall in 20:07.6 
in leading the Lady Mocs in her debut race. 
Also on the Florida Southern team is Flem-
ing Island High graduate Marisa Kortright. 

Leading the way for the Flagler mens’ 
team was freshman Francisco Ramirez, 
who in his � rst meet in the Crimson and 
Gold, took seventh place (23:57.5). Nesi, a 
junior, was right behind him as he clocked a 
10th-place � nish (23:59.1), which was over 
a one-minute improvement on the same 
course he raced as a freshman. Stokes, a 
Flagler sophomore, crossed the � nish line 
in 17th place (24:34.2) for his � rst race at 
VSU.

Florida Southern’s mens team scored 21 
points with Flagler second with 70 and host 
Valdosta State third at 83. 

Florida Southern’s womens team was 

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

BELL - � ree scores from running back 
Dalton Hollingsworth � red up the Key-
stone Heights High football running ma-
chine to a 38-0 win over Bell High Friday 
night in Bell. 

Hollingsworth, the workhorse leader 
of the Indians four-man ground attack, 
� nished with 151 yards on the groujnd in 

just six carries with a 78 yarder to comple-
ment a one pass o� ensive scheme for 
coach Chuck Dickinson, now 2-0 and 
returning home to host Tocoi Creek out of 
St. Augustine. Tocoi Creek, a brand new 
school, is 0-1 with a 42-22 loss to Episcopal 
on August 27. 

For the rest of the “Four Horsemen” 
running cadre, Logan Williams had 57 
yards and a score on eight carries, Tyler 
Jenkins had 55 yards and a score on seven 

carries and Kade Sanders added 34 yards 
on � ve carries. Dickinson utilized eight ball 
carries in the back� eld through the contest. 

Hollingsworth and Sanders also led the 
team in tackles with � ve apiece with Sand-
ers registering a sack.

Caleb Moncrief hauled in the lone 24 
yard pass play from quarterback Connor 
Guy. Keystone Heights, at 2-0, sits atop re-
gion 2-4A with the Villages Charter, South 
Sumter and Cocoa, all 2-0. 

KHHS Guy, 
Williams running 
college level

SEE RUN, 18

Season so far, so good for Keystone Indians
Keystone Heights running back Dalton Hollingsworth led Indians with three scores on 151 yards rushing.
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4565 US Hwy 17 S • Suite 106 
Fleming Island 32003

www.firstcoastheart.com To make an appointment call 904-375-8100

Cutting-edge care 
A heartbeat away... 

Punita Kaveti, MD, FACC

Our physicians and medical staff stay up to date 
on the latest advancements in the rapidly changing 
field of diagnosis, prevention and treatment of 
cardiovascular disease.

To make an appointment call 904-375-8100

11:00AM-7:00PM (Mon-Sat)
12:00PM- 6:00PM (Sun)

For updates, visit www.orangeparkmall.com

11:00AM-7:00PM (Mon-Sat)
12:00PM- 6:00PM (Sun)

For updates, visit www.orangeparkmall.com

11:00AM-7:00PM (Mon-Sat)
12:00PM- 6:00PM (Sun)

For updates, visit www.orangeparkmall.com

11:00AM-7:00PM (Mon-Sat)
12:00PM- 6:00PM (Sun)

For updates, visit www.orangeparkmall.com

3575 US Highway 17 904-458-4997 •• 1964 Cassat Avenue 904-634-7923
500 SR 13 N. 904-217-7326 •• FamousAutorepairandtires.com

ranked fourth in the Sunshine State Confer-
ence preseason rankings.

Florida Southern’s mens team, the Sun-
shine State Conference runnerups last year, 

was ranked second in the Sunshine State 
Conference preseason polls. Embry Riddle 
is ranked number one.

Fifth ranked Embry Riddle Aeronauti-
cal did not compete in a scheduled match 
in Palm Beach, but will travel to Gainesville 
on September 11 for the Mountain Dew 
Invitational, Grayson Iller, a Fleming Island 
High graduate, is a sophmomore runner for 

Embry Riddle with college best of 21:22.1 
run as a freshman in October 2020. Iller also 
ran the 800 (2:28.32) and the 1500 (5:09.72) 
for Embry Riddle.  

At the University of North Florida, Flem-
ing Island High graduate Emma Millson is 
a freshman runner. � e Ospreys open their 
season on September 17 at Florida State 
University. 

At the University of Central Florida, 
Keystone Heights High graduate Camryn 
Williams is a freshman runner. 

UCF opened their season with a second 
place � nish at the FAU Invitational in Boca 
Raton. Williams � nished 34th overall with a 
time of 20:18.93. 

Run
from page 17

PHOTO COURTESY OF FSCATHLETICS

Keystone Heights High grad and state cross country athlete Alex Guy, third from left, is now 
top � ve runner for Florida State College.

PHOTO COURTESY OF UCFATHLETICS

Keystone Heights High’s Camryn Williams, third from right, is freshman runner on University 
Central Florida womens team. 
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GULF WAR VET
RON SHOLES
ATTORNEY

Mary L.
855-WE-FIGHT

637 Blanding Blvd.     Orange Park, FL 32073

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

MIDDLEBURG - With just two passes, the 
Middleburg High Broncos football team 
grinded behind running back Mike Mitch-
ell’s second 200-plus yard effort to down a 
feisty Gainesville Eastside High team 40-
23 Friday night at Middleburg High School. 

“I love how my O-Line has been play-
ing,” said Mitchell, who finished with 217 
yards and three scores; two for 50 yards 
after a 204 yard effort with four scores in 
last week’s 58-0 win over Stanton Prep. “I 
play for them; not me. Our passing game is 
strong, but we are going with what’s work-
ing.”

With just two passes; both to wide out 
Caleb Freytag for key first downs, Mid-
dleburg High quarterback Luke Padgett 
seemed unworried about the passing 
game.

“Hey man, 40-23 with all runs, what 

more could you ask for,” said Padgett. “If 
I don’t have to pass and they are going 
to keep carrying me downfield, props to 
them. Let the Dogs eat.”

Padgett was confident that, with two 
timely passes to Freytag, one a fourth 
down conversion on a fourth and 11 that 
led to Mitchell’s first touchdown, the pass-
ing game will emerge when necessary.

“If they do stop the run game, they 
won’t be ready for our passing game,” said 
Padgett. Middleburg has produced point 
totals of 21-0, 21-0, 58-0 and 40-23 in the 
first four games under head coach Ryan 
Wolfe with the offense yet untested in reg-
ular season play against two teams with 
four wins between then in the past two 
seasons; Stanton 1-8, 0-7 and Eastside; 
1-9, 2-8. Middleburg’s offensive power will 
face off with St. Augustine in two weeks 
and Clay on October 22; both to be a sure 
test of the Horsepower mentality now in 
Middleburg. 

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO

Middleburg linebacker Austin “Cowboy” Cruce takes off with intercepted pass for 
apparent 50 yard touchdown, but play was nullified by penalty, in Broncos win over Gaines-
ville Eastside. 

Broncos rumble Rams

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

LAKE MINNEOLA - Fleming Island High 
football, still feeling last week’s punch in 
the mouth from Clay High, traveled amidst 
a torrential downpour and some key inju-
ries to high-powered 6A runnerup Lake 
Minneola (11-2 last year), but head coach 
Damenyum Springs was thinking the rain 
would help.

“We were still a little seething from 

the Clay game and I didn’t want to start a 
season at 0-2,” said Springs. “That was the 
theme of this week’s practices. The kids 
responded.”

Responded with a gut-wrenching, but 
inspired display of courage and will to up-
set the defending Class 6A runnerups, a 
team ranked fourth in Class 6A and a team 
set to run the point spread of 20-28 points 
on Fleming Island.

Except, Fleming Island won 6-0. 

“Passing was out of the question, run-
ning was going to be the deciding factor,” 
said Springs. “And, defense. Our run de-

Eagles, rain ruin Lake Minneola parade

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY PAM WILKENING

Fleming Island High linebacker Jhoel 
Robinson walks amidst rain drops after a 
stop by the Golden Eagle defense in their 
upset win over then fourth-ranked in Class 
6A Lake Minneola.

SEE PARADE, 21
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We offer five convenient locations: 
Orange Park • 2023 Professional Center Dr.

Fleming Island • 1615 County Road 220, Suite 140

Middleburg • 1658 St Vincent’s Way, Suite 250

Mandarin • 11790 San Jose Blvd.

Riverside • St. Vincent’s Hospital-DePaul Building 
2 Shircliff Way, Suite 120 

Now Accepting New Patients
904-272-2020
CLAYEYE.COM

Visit our showroom for the best selection, prices & customer service!

FREE ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 | 904-272-8430

Visit our showroom for the 

FREE ESTIMATES
1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 

www.CarpetMan.biz 

Well Road - Orange Park - 904-272-8430

Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral, Cremation Services 

Pre-Need Planning Available
On-site Crematory - Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Laura Crews - Offi  ce Manager, 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Austin Gaver - Licensed Funeral Director

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant; 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Quentin Chism - Funeral Assistant

Family Owned & OperatedFamily Owned & Operated jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke
620 E. Nona Street • Starke, FL 

904.964.6200

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive • Keystone Heights, FL 

352.473.3176

Jones-Gallagher
funeral home &

cremation services

Volleyball action 
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PUZZLE
FUN

DR ILL ING INC.

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989

352.473.0534 
969 SE State Rd 100 
Keystone Heights, FL

State License 
#7112

State License 
#7361

• Well Drilling  
• Annual Service 
& Maintenance 
• Water Testing 

• Water Softeners
• Pump Repair

www.broncodrillinginc.com

fense was strong and the rain was going 
to help us.”

With running back Sam Singleton scor-
ing the lone touchdown of the night, an 81 
yarder, it was defense that held the day.

“With the guys we lost to injury; Joseph 
Stephens (Knee), Hunter Williams (Knee) 
and Rick Joseph (Ankle), we lost our se-
nior leadership on defense,” said Fleming 
Island defensive coordinator Sean Coultis, 
who was baptized against Clay in his first 
foray into southern football hospital af-
ter leaving Indiana to join Springs’ staff. 
“We retooled the defense to have just two 
calls. Let the kids just play.”

Parade 
from page 19



Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

G
U

T T E R G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 
603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau 
HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# 

 License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 
License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-995-2490CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

Life Alert. One press of a button sends
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure.

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON
SITE provides FREE diagnosis RE-
MOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING
COVID19. No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon 86407! Restric-
tions apply. 1-855-993-4172)

Computers
& Equipment

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease
are leading causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can provide peace of
mind or early detection! Contact Life
Line Screening to schedule your
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149. Call 1-855-708-0597

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Health Service/
Medical

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-855-895-7245

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Time-
share Cancellation Experts.
Over$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
freeinformational package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare!
Freeconsultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 844-405-1099

Satellite Sales
& Service

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call
1-855-908-2440Monday through Fri-
day 7AM-5PM PST

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote:
Call 1-877-316-7129

Tax Service

Financial
Service

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-855-457-9751

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Train online to do medical billing! Become a 

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Health Service/
Medical

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$1 .  1 wk, $2  2 wks,
$3 .  3 wks, $  4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$2  1 wk, $4  2 wks,
$  3 wks, $7  4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling Real
Estate or Advertise Your

Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $  Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $

Business
& Svc. Directory:
1.5” x 2” $ /4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $ /4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
22• CLAY TODAY • September 16, 2021 CLASSIFIEDS CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM



GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-708-4101.
Special financing for qualified cus-
tomers.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
844-721-1875 or visit www.Life55plus
.info/flma

Need Help with Family Law? Can't
Afford a $5000 Retainer? https://www
.familycourtdirect.com/?network=1
Low Cost Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-$1500 - Get
L e g a l  H e l p  N o w !  C a l l
1-844-415-4092 Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm

Miscellaneous

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

Certified in home
private caregiver

Available 3 days
a week with

Call Ann 904-631-5211
Please leave a message.

READ

SHOP

LIVE

LOCAL.

LOCAL.

LOCAL.

Work Wanted

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! Become a Medical
Office Professional online at CTI! Get
Trained, Certified & ready to work in
months! Call 855-972-3288

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanceddebris
-blocking gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today.15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call1-866-287-4769

Donate your car, truck or van.
Help veterans find jobs or start a
business. Call Patriotic Hearts
Foundation. Fast, FREE pick-up.
Max tax-deduction. Operators are
standing by! Call 1-833-909-0926

¿Luchando con la deuda fiscal?
¡Resuelve su factura de impuestos
ahora! Detener las acciones de colec-
ción negativas. Negociar pagos men-
suales asequibles. Llame a United Tax
Fix 1-855-620-9258

Schools /
Instructional

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
844-721-1875 or visit www.Life55plus
.info/flma

Stay in your home longer withan
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
afree toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation! Call us
at1-877-583-3563 or visit www.walki
ntubquote.com/cpf

The Generac PWR cell, a solar plus
battery storagesystem. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outagesand power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down FinancingOption.
Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-855-706-0484

Medical Supplies

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-855-972-5518

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You
and Your Family May Be Entitled to
Significant Cash Award. Call
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350] proce-
dures. Call 1-833-424-6043 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author`s Guide 1-844-218-1247.
http://dorranceinfo.com/florida

**MOVING SALE**
1765 BRITANY COURT

FLEMING ISLAND
SAT SEPT 25TH 8-2
SUN SEPT 26TH 8-2

KITCHEN APPLIANCES,
CHILDREN'S TOYS,

CLOTHES, ETC
ALL MUST GO

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE
Months! 1-833-304-2083 Hours Mon-
Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to 8:00 pm Fri :
9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all times
Eastern).

BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classifi ed ads make 
fi nding a car easy.

Classifi ed ads are 
great for fi nding 

those perfect pets.

Classifi ed ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classifi ed ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classifi ed ads 
making fi nding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it or fi nd it with 
Classifi ed ads. For information or to place an ad call 579-2154.

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales Miscellaneous
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